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IEADgUa*XJ..S,  17TH  AVL.TION  GROUP  (COMBAT) 
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AVBACB-SC  10  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Heport  of  Headquarters,  l?th  Aviation  Group 

(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  ACS  CSFOH-65  (ill) 
(U) 


See  Distributijn 


1.  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  activities, 

a.  (U)  General.  This  report  covers  the  period  1  May  1969 
through  31  July  1969,  and  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  AR 
525-15  and  USAaV  Regulation  525-15*  The  report  includes  Headquarters 
Company,  17th  aviation  Group  (Combat);  201st  aviation  Company  (Corps); 
50th  aviation  Detachment  (Support);  and  the  25th  lledical  Detach¬ 
ment  (On). 


b.  (c)  Personnel. 

(1)  Infusion:  The  Group  Isas  continued  an  infusion  program 
directed  towards  the  reduction  of  rotational  hui.ips  between  like  units 
within  a  battalion/squadron  and  between  battalions.  Even  with  this 
program,  there  still  exists  a  slight  rotational  hump  during  the 
months  of  October  and  November. 

(2)  Replacements: 

(a)  In  general,  replacements  during  the  Last  quarter  have  in¬ 
creased  and  have  been  arriving  stoadily  before  the  rotation  of  the 
individuals  they  were  to  replace.  This  has  been  true  in  all  MOS 
groups  except  for  the  11,  35,  45,  63,  67,  68,  71,  72,  and  76  series 
lIOS's,  in  which  the  Group  is  short.  The  Group  received  a  total  of 
419  replacements  during  the  month  of  May,  571  in  June,  ana  797  in 
July.  This  has  brought  the  strength  of  the  Group  upward  so  that 
as  of  31  July  1969  there  were  1600  .assigned  avi  .tor  personnel, 

(556  officer  and  1044  warrant  officer)  compared  to  an  authorized 
(TQj)  of  1582  (660  officer  and  922  warrant  officer)  and  an  esta¬ 
blished  manning  level  01  1425  (395  officer  and  830  warrant  off¬ 
icers).  .unlisted  strengths  were  raised  to  an  assigned  strength 
of  6337,  compared  to  an  authorized  6405.  The  Group  is  102/>  over¬ 
all  filled  with  a  breakdown  as  follows:  94#  officers,  126?)  warrant 
officers,  and  99#  enlisted  iaon. 
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(b)  A  largo  numbur  of  Ull-1  qualified  warrant  officer  avj; .tor' 
hav.,  continued  to  arrive  throughout  Lh e  quarter..  This  has  kept,  t. 
warrant  officer  manning  level  over  fifty  (90)  in  each  arss  -ult  heli¬ 
copter  company  and  over  fori.y  (40)  in  the  air  c  vilry  troops.  This 
has  caused  each  battalion/ squadron  except  the  223d  < natation  uattalion 
(Combat)  to  be  ovorstrongth  in  aviator  warrant  officers. 

(3)  Changes  of  Command:  The  following  changes  of  corrmand  were 
m  do  during  this  re porting  period, 

(a)  Cn  26  May  1969,  LTO  Davoy  L,  Stanley,  240-34-4964,  assumed 
command  of  tho  10th  «.vi  tion  anttalion  (Combat),  vice  LTC  Jnmoa  !>• 
Burress,  430-36-0739. 

(b)  On  21  July  1969,  LTC  Patrick  J.  O'Grady,  473-22-1653, 
assumed  command  of  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  vice  LTC 
aichard  L  Stoessnor,  290-20-04*9. 

(4)  The  following  changes  wore  made  within  tho  Group  Staff: 

(a)  On  20  May  1969,  Major  Fred  1..  Pierce,  Jr.,  554-44-9336, 
became  the  Group  SI,  vice  Major  Leigh  M.  Ogden,  220-42-6790. 

(b)  On  6  June  1969,  Major  Hildreth  C.  Gore,  Jr.,  240-40-5407, 
became  the  II  Corps  Liaison  Of)  P-  v,  vice  Major  uobort  H.  Waab, 
398-32-9014. 

(c)  On  6  June  1969,  Captain  ihornac  r.  Strother,  549-62-1232, 
be  crone  tlx>  «ssistani.  S3,  vice  Captain  Frederick  L.  Chasm,  419-44- 
5995. 

(d)  On  9  June  19o9,  Captain  Michael  L.  Godshall,  224-54-3^92, 
became  the  Base  Development  Officer,  vice  Captain  Lariy  «.  howold, 
357-36-5014. 

(o)  On  16  June  1969,  Captain  George  B,  Harrison,  435-56-8809, 
became  the  Flight  Standardization  Officer. 

(f)  On  5  July  1969,  Captain  nichard  H.  Sanchez,  575-24-5899, 
became  a  Movement  Control  Officer,  vice  Captain  uobort  M.  Timmorman, 
157-34-1038. 

(g)  On  11  July  1969,  1LT  uobert  C.  uicu,  297-36-9042,  became  tho 
assistant  SI,  vice  Capt.in  uichard  K.  Pack,  511-44-3^41. 
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(h)  On.  14  Jul;  IV69,  r..  ..,ior  u  .07  !  L.  bt.ov-nr;,  526-28-108-.  ,  b  ,- 
came  the  .;0KFV  Li.air.on  011  Lx-i  ,  vie  .  LltJ  Charles  <1.  For.:;,  237-40- 
6610. 


(i)  CM  IV  ..uly  IVoV,  C  r  i.'  i:i  ii/.Iph  L.  hollo  -ay,  i56-a‘'~076 ), 
bocai.10  the  Sal .; Ly  Ui  floor,  vie.,  i.  jo,.*  door;,  -  1.  Little,  430-54-1100. 


On  20  July  1?63,  ,ior  .illi.r.  L,  a-nluy,  517-34-7672  ,  bo- 
02,  vice  llajox-  i  ravin  Thorpe,  Jr.,  .-17-40-2134. 


(k)  On  28  July  1?69,  ihjoi  iiodger  o.  1. .  ud-anl,  503-10-0630,  bo- 
care  the  Group  Chaplain,  vice  ii.jor  Caleb  n,  Jolmson,  525-72-46o4 . 

(5)  Th  ;  following  changes  w-i  ;  made  within  the' 201st  aviation 
Cor.ip'  ny  (Corps): 

(a)  On  10  Jul;  1969,  Cr.pt  -..in  i-i.uvc  ho -or. <5,  463-64-73 00,  bo- 

c.an;  ..!u  nr.int  jii  mcu  oii'ic  -r  ru.l  service  p],  \toon  coann  ar,  vice 
li . jor  Lotos  0.  IL  tureen,  526-34-5707 . 


(6)  ..  statement  of  authorized  -and  astdgn-d  strength  .as  of  the 

last  da;'  of  the  cuarter  is  at taolu >.i  ar;  Inclosure  1. 


c .  ( 0 )  Int-111,  .one-; . 

(1)  General:  Durin  ;  this  reporting  period  th  .r  ,  were  no  .  l.ajor 
changes  in  the  -enemy  order  ox  battle  holdings  in  the  II  CTL.  Sign- 
ific  at  changes  wore  tii.s  r ..mov  .1  of  the  16-34  *u*ti.lloj y  Jsttalion  and 
the  sC-39  JLi  battalion  in  the  probable  c  .t-gory.  n  r-loc  lion  of 
portions  of  throe  Hegi. lenus  from  Kontura  and  Fleiku  provinces  to.  the 
Tri-Borcler  area  was  .app  '.rent  Iron  raid  Jun-  to  early  July,  no  Juno 
closed,  enei-iy  initiated  activity  declined  c.i  all  fronts  and  m-iained 
so  throughout  July. 

(2)  ..  ;ri  .1  Surveillance  and  iiecon is  :nce  :  With  the  continued 
decrease  in  enemy  activity,  uor...  rjli.-i.nc-  uar.  placed  on  the  visual 
and  electronic  surv-ill  ..nco  cap-bi.litius  of  17th  aviation  Group 
assets.  SeVor  -.1  ar-as  of  int enaified  reconnaissance  were  under¬ 
taken  with  signific  .nt  positive  si jhtingc.  On  1  uuly  a  reallocation 
of  0--1  aircr  ft  was  effect  ;ci .  Vue  .previous  practice  of  allocating  -- 
aircraft  to  II  Corps  by  tail  number  was  discontinued,  aircraft  are 
now  provided  on  a  guaranteed  daily  b  sis  minimizing  tlx  need  for 
land  line  coordination  on  aircraft  status  between  the  support,  and 
supported  unit.  Impact  of  this  r-eallocatic. n  lias  been  considered 
very  favorable. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Hondqu'irb'UT.,  ‘.17th  Aviation  Group 

(Combat)  for  I-’i  riod  Kr1  i , 31  July  1'XvO,  .ICS  CSFOR-65  (Hi) 
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(3)  Air  Activity;  Wh  i. If:  !  ;  ■ '.n;.  in  support  of  II  C'i’Z  during 
the  last  quarter  17th  Avid  Lon  Grout  aircraft  wore  reported  lit  by 
hostile  ground  fire  239  times,  (k  107,  Juno  89,  July  43),  for  an 
average  of  SO  hits  per  month,  an  compared  to  81  per  month  the  pre¬ 
vious  quarter.  The  sharp  decline  in  nup’.’jer  of  hits  re coived  during, 

July  may  be  attributed  .in  part  to  the  large  number  of  weather  days 
prohibiting  aircraft  launches  end  denying;  aircraft  entry  into  cone  A0*s, 


(4)  Physical  Security:  Enemy  standoff  attacks  .gainst  17th 
Aviation  Group  installations  continued  throughout  I!ay  and.  June  at  a 
moderately  3 low  rate  with  associated  ground  probes  decreasing  sign¬ 
ificantly.  During  July  standoff  attacks  further  decreased.  Totals 
for  the  period  were:  iiay-14,  June -16,  arid  Juiy-4.  The  most  sign¬ 
ificant  loss  due  to  enemy  attack  was  during  the  early  morning  hours 
of  11  May  when  the  enemy  targeted  a  hangar  at  Kontwm  AAF  destroying 
the  building:  and  si::  aircraft.  Casualties  were  light  with  no  KIA«s, 
Installations  most  frequently  hit  were  at  Ban  Mo  Timot,  ple.iku,  and 
Kontum.  All  subordinate  units  of  the  17th  Aviation  Group  have  been 
active  in  upgrading  perimeter  and  Internal  security  measurer,.  Count¬ 
erintelligence  efforts  throughout  the  period  indicated  emphasis  was  to 
be  placed  on  avoiding  major  confrontations  with  ■■.Hied  forces  thereby 
releasing  NVA  and  VC  units  to  concentrate  on  resupply,  recruiting  and 
training  of  political  cadre  and  special  infiltration  teams, 

(5)  Security  Clearances :  Eighty  Security  Clearances  were  pro¬ 
cessed  through  the  S2  office  during  this  quarter. 

d.  (C)  Operations. 

(1)  Effects  of  Weather:  Hcay  inal  weather  conditions  ha’ ’.pored 
operations  throughout  the  Corps  area  during  the  last  month  of  the 
reporting  period.  Rain  and  fog:  in  the  Control  Highlands,  associated 
with  the  Southwest  Mo  nsoon  Season,  cam  cl  fr-rucut  delays  and  can¬ 
cellations  of  combat  support  missions,  High  winds  and  associated 
moderate  to  severe  turbulence  ’.long  the  co  st  forced  numerous  mission 
delays  and  cancellations •  During  the  month  of  May  there  were  forty 
threc  (43)  hours  of  delay  per  one  thousand  (1000)  missions  flown, 

as  a  result  of  marginal  weather  conditions.  This  ratio  increased 
to  one  hundred  twenty  three  (123)  hours  of  delay  per  one  thousand 
missions  during  the  month  of  June.  A  further  increase  to  two 
hundred  thirty  eight  (230)  hours  of  delay  j«r  one  thousand  missions 
flown  was  noted  during  the  month  of  July. 

(2)  Unit  Movement: 

a.  B  Troop  7/l7th  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  was  released  fi’om  opr r— 
ationul  control  of  Task  Force  South  effective  3  July  1969  mid  re— 
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turned  to  Lquadrc.n  contn  ol.  ilov  :nent  from  Phan  Thiat  began  on  26 
Juno  1969  and  rear  elements  closed  Camp  Lnari  on  )  July  I969.  B 
Troop  was  operationally  ready  on  7  July  1969  and  commenced  direct 
support  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division. 


(b)  The  6lst  Aviation  Company  (assault  Helicopter)  and  the  193d 
liedical  Detachment  were  relocated  from  LZ  English  to  Lane  Army  Heli¬ 
port.  Movement  began  on  fi  July  1969  and  terminated  on  14  July  1969. 
The  61st  ..C  (aslt  Hoi)  will  continue  to  support  the  173rd  airborne 
Brigade  from  its  now  location. 


(c)  a  Troop  7/l7th  air  Cavalry  Squadron  was  deployed  from  Camp 

Enari  to  Cm  p  nadcliff,  an  Khe  for  the  duration  of  the  Southwest 
Monsoon  season.  Deployment  began  on  24  July  1969  and  was  completed 
on  27  July  1969.  •.  Troop  will  support  4th  Ini  entry  Division  opera¬ 

tions  in  the  «n  Khe  area  and  provj.de  general  support  of  the  II  Corps 
coastal  area  as  required. 

(d)  The  119th  Aviation  Company  (.assault  Helicopter)  was  deployed 
from  Camp  Holloway  to  Camp  Kadcliff  for  the  duration  of.  the  Southwest 
Monsoon  season.  Movement  con.  ie need  on  25  July  1969  and  t-.rainatod 

on  29  July  1969.  The  119th  ..C  (..sit  Hoi)  became  operationally  ready 
at  nn  Khe  on  27  July  and  will  provide  general  support  to  units  in  the 
an  Khe  area  and  coastal. regions  as  required. 

(c)  The  193rd  Medical  Detachment  was  relocated  from  Lane  ..rr.iy 
Heliport  to  nn  Kin  on  31  July  1969.  It  will  provide  nodical  support 
for  tho  23Cth  Aviation  Company  (Escort),  the  119th  aviation  Company 
(assault  Helicopter)  and  n  Troop,  ?/l7th  ..ir  Cavalry  Squadron. 

(3)  Operations  supported  by  l?th  Avi  tion  Group  assets  during  re¬ 
porting  period  a. re  listed  'in  Inclosure  2. 

(4)  Operational  results  arc  attached  .as  Inclosure  3. 

(5)  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  mission  of  units  covered  by 
this  report. 

o.  (U)  Training. 

(1)  ltOKF-V  aviator  Transit!  n  Training;  Transition  Training  for 
republic  of  Korea  (itOK)  aviators  in  the  UH-1H  continued  during  tho 
quarter.  This  program  was  initiated  on  7  ..pril  196?  arid  is  scheduled 
for  completion  on  2C  November  1969.  The  first  30  day  period  of  each 
training  cycle,  Phase  I  and  II  of  the  program,  is  devoted  to  14  hours 
of  formal  ground  instruction  and  a  minimum  of  25  hours  .of  transition 
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flight  instruction.  Significant  dif faculties  rare  encountered  dur¬ 
ing  the  reportin',  p.riod  with  aviators  entering  the  initial  peases 
of  instruction.  Thr  :e  classes  of  1\  ur  ivi.  tors  b-gan  instruct  ion 
at  on,:  :  •ontl.  intervals.  Of  the  four  aviators  entering  instruction 
in  Juno,  one  was  released  for  nodical  reasons  and  the  remaining  three 
were  released  because  their  level  of  proficiency  was  below  accept¬ 
able  standards.  Of  the  four  b„gi  min,’  instruction  during  July  ,  one 
was  released  midway  through  the  transition  phase  because  of  lack  of  pro 
ficioncy.  Inability  to  understand  im  ;lish  eo  the  degree  required  to 
receive  flight  instructions  and  to  safely  carry  out  instructions  re- 
Ceiv  -d  fro:.,  air  traffic  controllers  ns  the  most  pronounced  problem 
encountered  and  it.  in  turn  contributed  to  the  low  levels  of  proficiency 
Phase  III  of  the  pro grain,  a  60  day  period,  is  devoted  to  operational 
flying  with  an  assault  helicopter  company.  A  total  of  f,  ItOK  avl.tors 
successfully  completed  Phase  ill  diuu.ng  th..  re  port  in;  period  end  have 
boon  released  to  their  units  for  op. rational  flying.  file  program  will 
continue,  with  input  of  four  r.vi- ors  during  .r.ch  of  th.  ne::t  throe 
months, 

(f)  Any  Aviation  iu. fresher’  Training  School;  A  tot  .1  of  154 
Ar.h'i'S  quotas  wore  received  during  the  reportin g  period.  Courses 
completed  oy  uenbers  of  this  Command  include  0ii6A  Aii-fr  re,  UH.1D/H 
Airframe,  AKlG/lJHlC  Airframe,  CH47  Airfr  vr.«o,  T'53  ivngin,  to int.. nance, 

T55  angiiu  Miinte nance,  T63  Angina  < i  int-.nanc- ,  unlisted  and  Officer 
Amaru. nt,  Tech  Supply,  -and  fact:  Inspector-. 

(3)  Af.Ctap-  md  Ivasion  School:  A  total  of  thirty  eight  (33) 
quotas  were  r-.ceiv.-d  for  out-of -country  U  1,  course's.  All  quotas 
were  filled  and  all  individuals  successfully  completed  the  training, 

A  team  from  the  PACnP  Life  Support,  school  visited  one  subordinate 
unit  to  conduct  in-country  surviv'd  training  for  air  crows,  Ai  range— 

1  lent s  have  been  made  for  return  of  the  team  during  the  next  report¬ 
ing  period  to  complete  training  of  other-  units  subordinate  to  this 
headquarters , 

(4)  Headquarters  Company  Training:  It  .dqu-rtors  Company  engaged 
in  tv.mlvo  (12)  days  training.  Subjects  cov.m  „d:  Co  ;  and  Infer;. ,at- 
ion,  psychological  warfare ,  civil  affairs,  r  -r--.]-ons  firing,,  clv.r  ct..r 
guidance,  lilitary  justice,  int„i  I  i  -.  .nc  ;  1. raining,,  co.  1  .unic.ation 
security,  code  of  conduct,  survival,  escape  and  evasion,  safeguard¬ 
ing  def  :,iao  information,  CIA,  riot  control,  sent:;  duty  and  physic  .1 
security. 

(5)  U21A  Transition  Training:  Th  .  aOlst.  avi  tion  Conr-any  (Corps) 
co  rplv-tuU  transition  of  four-  (4)  aviators  in  the  UJ1A  dur  ng  the  re¬ 
porting  period.  Two  (f)  additional  avia  tors,  nr-  undergoing  transi- 
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hVEhCB-SC  10  August  19&9 

SUBJECT:  Operation'll  import'  of  Hu  <1  ur.rt.ers ,  17th  Aviation  Group 

(Co,  bat,)  for  i  ..i  iod  Endin"  31  July  19b?,  uCS  Cl  i’'Oli-65  (al) 

(U) 

tion  with  expect.:.  co:  plotion  fur :  rig  august. 

(6)  Honlacw.’  lent  Training:  n..  place: unt  Training  was  conducted 
for  nil  individuals  processing  through  this  ho  •.dqunrtcrs.  Subjects 
covered  nr-  as  required  by  ULaIiV  Regulation  350-1.  ;;  total  of  914 

individuals  received  training  to  (gu  no  rally  fa  .iliarizo  then  with  their 
no;;  role  in  co.  .b at  support  o) 'orations  and  to  enable  then  to  nclc.pt  to 
their  now  environment. 

(f )  (U)  Logistics. 

(1)  Group  Cl  Til  To.  ji:  a  Group  CilJ  To  .n  was  initiated  in  April 
of  t.iis  year  to  -assist  units  in  all  phases  of  mints  nance  and  supply. 
This  ter.’",  ins  produced  a  significant  V.  '.proven. -at  in  th .  ov.r.all 

lo  istics  profile  of  ; .any  of  L.,..  Groups  units,  Since  initiation  of 
this  tear.,  no  unit  which  was  assist-;.;  ii-as  failed  to  pass  a  brigade 
or  1-fc.utV  tluii, 

(2)  dew  Equip. lent:  Units  within  the  17th  Aviation  Group  (Cbt) 
received  their  first  issue  :.v 1  instructions  on  use  of  the  -.ntioscill- 
at  ion  Sighting  System  XI  I- 7  e.  jV-.  XI  I— 7  >  is  a  notion  conpousating 
stabilise!  binocular  which  provides  an  .aerial  observer  with  a  clear 
steady  image  ef  the  obsurv-d  area  ni  reduces  vertigo  and  nausea. 

(3)  Prescribed  Load  Listing'.:  nil  .aviation  units  within  the 
17th  i.vn  Gp  (Cot)  It.>. vo  convert  ; .  their  teen  supply  from  Authorized 
Stockagy  Listings  to  Prescribed  load.  Listings.  This  was  accomplish¬ 
ed  with  no  adverse  effect  on  the  unit  tech  supply  system  and  in¬ 
dications  -arc  th  .t  by  using  a  F.1..J.. ,  the  units  will  realize  less 
don  Operational  neatly  Gup  ply  (fiOliS)  time  than  in  the  past.  More 
conclusive  data  trill  be  .av '.liable  within  the  neat  2  months, 

(4)  Hirer  .ft  Status  is  att..ehcJ  .as  Inclosvav  k, 

g.  (U)  Organization. 

(1)  Organization  of  all  units  covei’td  by  this  report  remained 
unchanged. 

(2)  i-ffOE  action:  The  201st  Aviation  Company  (Corps)  is  prepar¬ 
ing  a  iled.if.iw  ’.  Table  of  Organ:  z.at.i  on  and  Equipment  (liTCE)  to  incor- 
por  ttc  a  direct  support  maintenance  cay  .oility. 

(3)  Unit  reassign  lent :  JJie  304  -n  aviation  Support  Detachnont 
w'\s  r .  loused  from  issignment  to  the  jyth  nvi  ;tion  Group  and  was 
reassigned  tc  the  173rd  Airborne  brigade  -fi active  1  June  1969. 
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AVBACB-SC  10  August  1969  ' 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  17th  Aviation  Group 

(Co: ’but)  for  Period  Ending  'Jl  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl^ 
(U) 

(4)  The  Ort  ;anisational  Chart  appears  as  Inclosurc  5. 

(5)  The  Station  listing  of  subordinate  units  is  attached  as 
Inclosure  6. 


(1)  Civic  Actions:  The  17th  AG  (c)  Protestant  Chaplain  Fund 
designated  3  offerings  during  this  quarter  for  the  Vietnamese  Evan¬ 
gelical  Bible.  Institute  in  Nha  Prong.  A  total  of  .578.90  was  con¬ 
tributed.  Tho  Group  Chaplain  delivered  21  boxes  of  medicine  during 
this  quarter  to  tho  Chan-Y-Vicn  Tir.-Lanh  in  Mia  'Prang,  This  medicino 
is  sent  from  the  St.  Johnfs  Lutheran  Church  in  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania, 

(2)  Religious  Activities:  Tho  Group  Chaplains  Conference  con¬ 
tinue,  A  total  of  3  conforonccs  were  held  with  all  6  Chaplains  attend¬ 
ing  each  conference.  On  the  27th  of  Kay  1969,  the  1st  Aviation  Bri¬ 
gade  Chaplains  conference  was  held  in  Vinh  Long.  All  6  Chaplains 

of  this  Group  and  1  Chaplains  Assistant  attended  the  conference.  Tho 
Group  Chaplain  continues  the  Sunday  evening  General  Protestant 
Services.  During  the  period,  13  evening  services  were  held  with  a 
total  attendance  of  344  men.  The  nightly  devotional  classes  continue 
with  a  total  of  14  sessions  and  a  total  attendance  of  50  men. 


i.  (0)  Aviation  Safety.  The  accident  rate  for  the  17th  AG  (C) 
has  decreased  this  quarter.  Primary  cause  of,  this  decrease  is  command 
emphasis  in  safety  and  standardization.  The.  cumulative  accident 
rate  per  100,000  flying  hours  has  decreased  from  21.0  to  19.9.,  The 
accident  experience  for  this  quarter  is  attached  as  Inclosurc  7. 

3.  (U)  Signal.  The  Signal  Section,  HHC,  17th  AG  (C)  continued 

to  provide  radio,  teletype,  and  telephone  communications  for  Head¬ 
quarters,  17th  ;.G  (C),  Guidance  was  provided  to  Signal  Sections  of 
subordinate  units  to  insure  that  the  Groups  communications  system 
was  responsive  to  the  Unit’s  needs.  Avionics  assistance  visits  wore 
made  to  9  Avionics  Repair  sections  during  tho  quarter.  Organic 
Battalion  and  Group  Signal  Officers  attended  1st  Aviation  Bdo  Sign¬ 
al  Officers  Conference  on  Juno  5.  During  July,  HF  radio  assets  wero 
redistributed  throughout  the  Group  to  provide  command  oriented  radio 
communications  to  units  in  remote  geographical  locations.  Avionics 
Officors  of  the  17th  AG  (c)  attended  the  US.JRV  Avionics  Conforcnco 
on  13  July  at  Saigon,  Implementation  of  ,Jt  105-31  and  utilization 
of  the  now  DD  Form  173  was  accomplished  by  all  units  during  July. 
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j.V&.CB-SC  10  .mgust  1969 

SUBJECT:  Oporati*  ml  11.]'  rt.  of  H..m  >u-.rt..;rs,  17th  aviation  Group 

(Combat)  f  r  Per  ia  .  An  .j  n,  •  jl  July  1969 >  liCS  C6P0K-65  (nl) 

(6) 


Continued  pro,  ;rer.s  was  made  ia  t,h-  installation  an-.’  use  of  WHSTOit 
equipment  thr  ugh  ut  the  l?th  <.d  (C). 

k.  (U)  Anneal  Gorurnl  Ins:  octicns.  Tho  17th  nvi  it  ion  Group 
(Combat),  Hun' '.quarters  Company,  201st  nvj.  .ti-.n  Company  (Corps)  and 
the  56th  Avi  tion  Detach: wait  receive'  tho  ..nnual  General  Inspection 
during  the  poriod  29  .ipril  -  2  Hay  1969.  The  general  results  of  the 
inspection  are  extracted  frou  th  ,  official  AG1  Report  date'!  16  June 
1969. 

11  The  mission  of  the  17th  Aviation  Group  (Cc-nbat)  headquarters 
was  being  accomplished  in  a  satisfactory  ;r.niur  (base  1  on  a  satis¬ 
factory  -  unsatisfactory  rating  scale),  all  jxsrsonnel  contacted 
wore  professionally  c:n;>ctent  ani  enthusiastic  in  the  performance  of 
assigned  duties.  The  overall  appearance  u.f  areas,  the  ccnlitien 
of  facilities  and  equipment,  except  as  otherwise  noted,  an.  tho 
positive  attitude  exhibited  by  most  personnel  wore  indicative  of  a 
high  degree  of  professionalism  and  dedication.  " 

2.  Section  2,  Lessens  Learned.;  Co: financiers  Observations,  Evaluations, 
•  ■  an  )  itec  ...ilmon  ’..'-.tions . 

a.  (U)  Personnel. 

(l)  Personnel  Management:  Pxogra.tt.iin  ;  of  Authorized  absences 
(201st  Avn  Co) 

(a)  Observation:  Several  aviators  with  DAiiOS  within  tho  sane 
month  extended  for  six  (6)  months.  When  theses  aviators  ’.oparted 
on  their  thirty  (30)  day  extension  leave ,  the  mission  available 
aviator  strength  was  greatly  reduced, 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  need,  for  a  closely  monitored  schedule  of 
planned  extension  leaves,  as  v;oll  as  prospective  exton  lees  is  of 
utmost  ir.pcrtanco.  Tho  porscnnol  strength  indicates  sufficient 
aviators  to  perform  all  nissi'  ns  an-’  fly  all  assigned  aircraft. 

This,  however,  my  not  be  the  case  if  several  aviators  are  on  special 
leave  at  the  sane  time.  Other  factors  tc  be  considered  include  H&li, 

7  day  leave  out  of  country,  and  the  possibility  cf  emergency  leave. 


(c)  Hocomiondatiens:  That  assignment  of  several  personnel  with 
close  proximity  of  DGU06  be  rirnitc -red  closely.  That  extension  leaves, 
A&R,  and  ordinary  loaves  be  closely  monitored  tc  insure  an  overlap 
of  i-ersonnel. 
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.  .VIViC  iS-LC  10  M.-Uf.t  1769 

bliDJHC'i :  0-  .rati  pal  im ;  .  rt  i  i:  .  •  u  rt.  .rn,  1  n  avi.  .ti-n  < ir  uj > 

(C'inb  t)  f  r  F.i'ii  Lin. in,;  ;1  July  Lf  ,  i(CS  C6F0H-63  (ill) 

00 

(1)  C:  ;  i r:.t>!  action:  Tin.:,  uni*,  ii  >.:■  .. stabl  i.sho  ;  j.r.  ;rx:i  <  T.  spac 
in  ;  xvi ...tor  absences  v.  pr  a  recurrence  of  above  problem.  A 

limit.e  i  number  ■ -f  extension:  r  .  actio  |  i.o«l  '.uvl.i  .an.v  y . .rticular 
yory 

(..)  61:  ri  '.  ;  •  f  ..vi  ,'iLc:;  Kof  ...Lr  F  ;r:>  .nne.l  : 
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Vr.cr.nci  .s  f  35?  supcrvis-  -rs  an’.  ?6U  * vie nics  Farts  Si  v;c inlists  have 
been  v..ry  lifficult  t/  fill  fr.  n  available  assets. 

(c)  *tjc  j  moni'.ti  ns:  Th  t  c.  ntinuc  .1  on;  basis  bo  plac  x’.  on 
assigning  ;ors  .nnol  with  .ivi  .nics  i;0S*  s  to  xvi  nice  y  «-.sitl.  ns  an  : 
that  efforts  bo  male  to  obtain  ;  ors .nnol  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
fill  the  oxislin  ;  sh  rtngo:.;, 

(  i)  Cam  .mil  action:  rlotificati  n  i  uvi..nics  hOS  shortages  was 
rr.-’.c  t-  SigO  1st  »va  Bio  via  :h  no  cenvorsati-..  n»  Constant  monitor¬ 
ing  by  17th  ..G  (C)  personnel  ■  ill  insure  that  all  personnel  assign- 
el  to  this  group  v/ith  Avionics  MGS’  s  '.re  place  in  avi<  nics  positions 
This  was  a  item  of  liscussi  n  at  bS.aiV  Avionics  Conference  13  July  69 

b.  (C)  Opjr a tie  no . 

(l)  Situation  Kopc-rt  (SITIfilF) 

(a)  Observation:  C.  -aruT'ers  irst  h-.vo  current  know!;  ’gj  •  f 
complete!  operatic  ns,  unit,  ,  r-'  luctivoiiuos,  ,anl  pro p..sc-.l  c;  orations, 

(b)  Evaluation:  Units  of  thin  he  .a  ’.quarters  nr.;  s.  vri.loiy  lio- 
perso!  that  constant  personal  contact  between  cc-'-ii.nnt.’.ors  is  often 
impossible.  Other  roy  .rts  in  existence  (FiiOPKBF,  C<.  Kopert,  ufter  - 
Ac  tic  i  lie  port,  OFit3P-5,  SFECOPc  )  present  requiroJ.  inf.  relation  which 
is  in  most  cases  historical  when  r-.ccivo<l.  It  wno  the  ref  -re  leomol 
necessary  to  initiate  one  report  which  pro  vi. le.l  certain  general  an! 
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4iVB..CB-SC  10  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Oi cra'i -ional  Uj;  rt  ■£  Ho--.  quarto, y,  i/th  ;»v i al.iori  Group  . 
(C-nbat)  f-r  IVi-ll  En  Ii.i  •  31  July  1969.  RCS  CSFOJi-65 
Ctl)  (b) 

s;  ooil'ic  inf<  rmti--  n  which  is  t/i:  v .  I;  an  •  >f  value  to  the.  cone  no  .or. 
SIThEF  re.  ortin.  ;  ;vrio  Is  or*.  fr  i  0001  i!  to  2/,00H  '  aily.  Inf  ■rrr.ti  on 
is  c>  ilo at  hat  tali  on  m '  trnn ...  :iU. ..  electrically  with  an 
ir.no  liato  ;.roco’.uc.  to  arviv.  at  thin  hen  .quarters  net  later 
than  0600  I  aily.  0;  or  ti-  nr-  an  .loan  auri  .males  aro  presented 
in  c  mpany/tr. ■< sequence,  Si  ;nlf  Lc  .nt  activities  arc  detail  a! 
and  nor:  .al  ..;  or-.ti.  nal  su;  .rt  in  listed  by  productivity.  The 
flans  su.  :.nry  lists  all  c< •:  ib  .t  an  milts,  LU;P  insert v  no.  Sniffer 
nissionr  and  c-tlK.r  si  ;nif,icar.t  activities  j  l.annoci, 

(c)  Rue  m  inundations:  All  con  rinds  with  unite  at  list  ant 
locations  should  investigate  the  value  of  a  daily  written  DITAEP. 
Infer:  r.tic  n  required  by  other  re  yurts  ;  roscntl;.  in  existence  could 
bo  included  in  the  SITiulP,  It  in  realise..;  that  initially  tlio 
administrative  burden  is  increased  but.  will  Liter  be  sfiset  by 
deletion  of  obsolete  reports. 

(.1)  Con.  n  id  Action:  This,  v.  .quartern  initiated  a  daily 
SITitSF  in  uussvo  fum  cm ;  icnc.i;i  on  30  Jnn;  1969.  The  quality 
of  the  report  continues  t -■  in;  rove. 

(2)  Herbie .i.  ou  0;;  orati  .ns. 

(a)  Observation:  !i .-lie: ;  tors  ion  boin,.;  .ccasinnally  ' 
utilize  for  c  n.’.uct  of  1'K.rbici  ie  <. ;  ....  a  .,  jo  ns  by  US  and  other  FUMiF's 
in  the  II  Corps  Tactic  \1  Zone.  Crop  d-maye  duo  to  1 .proper  and 
indiscriminate  dispensin':  of  herbicides  could,  result. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Aerial  defoliation  is  normally  considered  an 
Air  force  mission,  .aircraft  of  tin  17th  Group  will  support 
defoliation  missions  only  when  Air  Force,  ground  spray  or  cutting 

is  not  practical.  Areas  normally  covered  must  bn  small,  inaccessable 
to  larger  Air  Force  aircraft,  or  defensive  perimeter  areas. 

Requests  for  herbicide  opev  tions  must,  bo  ap  roved  Lf  14 .CV  Dir 
525-1  to  prohibit  indiscriminate  defoliation. 

(c)  Recommo no’ ation :  That  all  commits  anticipating  employment 
of  herbicides  request  helicopter  support  only  as  a  lest  resort. 
Operations  must  be  planned  and  an.  roved  before  Army  Aviation  units 
are  permitted  to  accept  or  support  the  mission. 

(d)  Command  Action:  Alonents  of  this  command  havu  been  in¬ 
structed  to  support  defoliation  op. rations,  only  when  mission  is 
validated  by  'I  field  Force  Vietnam,,  This  control  will  prevent 
indiscriminate  aerial  spr&yin.;  and  should  procludo  costly,  inadvei*- 
tant  damage  to  crops. 
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AVBACd-SC  .1.0  Au.-ur.il  .1J6? 

SUBJCSCT:  Oporali onal  it •  port,  of  headquarter.:,  17t,h  Aviation  Group 

(Cm.ib  t)  for  Period  m  idj.ng  '51  July  1969,  ACS  CSP’Oli-65  (HI) 

(U) 

(3)  Tactical  (Forward)  Command  Posts: 

(a)  Observation:  ii„-c  mt.  operations  in  an  isolated  area  of  the 
II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  clearly  demonstrated  the  need  for  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  TAC-CP  whenever  two  or  noiv  aviation  units  are  providing 
support  l’or  .lar,-..  operations. 

(b)  Evaluation:  In  the  absence  of  a  forward  controlling  and 
coordinating  element  durin-;  major  operations,  confusion  prevails 
and  :.iuch  effort  is  wasted.  Proper  planning  for  all  major  operations 
includes  making  provisions  for  a  TAC-CP.  The  TAC-CP  should  be  com¬ 
posed  of  representatives  from  operations,  intelligence  and  logis¬ 
tics.  Equipment  must  be  adequate  to  conduct  effective  control,  to 
arrange  for  necessary  logistical  support,  and  to  provide  constant 
communications  with  all  aircraft  operatin  ;  .in  the  area  of  operations. 

(c)  Kecomionclations :  That  all  aviation  battal ions/squadrons 
develop  a  contingency  plan  for  cstabliohiaont  of  a  TAC-CP  simult¬ 
aneous  with,  or  prior  to,  co.  noncenent  of  any  major  operation  in¬ 
volving  tvfo  or  more  aviation  unite.  Personnel  must  be  predosiqn- 
atod,  properly  trained  an’  thoroughly  oriofed. 

(f!)  Command  Actions  This  command  has  instructed,  all  subor¬ 
dinate  units  to  develop  the  capability  of  clc>  loyinq  n  TaC-CF  v;hon- 
evor  the  sit ant ion  dictates. 

(4)  U21  Ground  Operations: 

(a)  Observation:  The  policy  of  the  c  -pilot  leavin ;  the  cock¬ 
pit  to  open  the  doer  of  the  U-21A  while  it-  is  taxiing  into  hard 
stand  areas,  ramps  or  base  operations  creates  a  potential  safety 
hazard. 

(b)  Evaluation:  A  U-21A  was  taxiing  from  the  parking  ramp  to 
the  VIP  pick-up  area  at  Dak  To  airfield  on  29  June  1969.  The  Co¬ 
pilot  v’.as  in  the  rear  of  the  aircraft  t'->  open  the  air  stair  d'  r  to 
enable  the  general  officers  t-  load  the  aircraft.  The  pilot  taxied 
to  the  right  side  of  the  taxiway  to  avc-i  l  taxiing  under  the  turning 
rotor  of  a  helicopter.  The  right  propeller  hit  a  stake  on  the 

od  ,0  of  the  taxiway.  The  pilot  did  not  observe  the  stake  because 
it  was  on  the  right  side  of  the  aircraft,  hidden  by  the  nose  suct¬ 
ion,  and.  the  stake  wis  the  same  color  as  the  ground. 

(c)  lcoccr.raondation:  That  the  co -pilot  remain  in  the  cockpit 
during  all  taxi  operations  to  insure  go  .1  visual  ■.  bsorvati.n  on  both 
sides  rf  the  aircraft.  The  exception  would  be  when  confined,  areas 
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AVBAOB-SC  10  August  1969 

LbBJJCT:  Opuraii  nai  it,.p  rt  t.f  IL.adqu  irtors,  17th  Aviation  Group 

(Combat)  f  r  Period  Bn  ’.in-'  31  July  1969,  ACS  CSKOu-65  (i 0.) 

(U) 

or  on  rough  taxiways  in  which  it  in  nocjssary  for  thu  co-pilot  to 
disembark  thu  aircraft  and  servo  as  a  ,  ;n.  unci  ;<uido. 

(u)  Ce-i.v inn  1  Action:  aviators  in  thin  unit  have  bjon  instruct- 
o  1  t'  remain  in  tin  cockpit  of  tho  U21  during-;  ’'.11  tr.xi  operations  tc 
prevent  occui'r  jnc,  of  similar  inci  loots. 

c.  (U)  Training. 

(1)  Tactic .1  Instrument  Instructor  Training  Pro.: ran. 

(a)  Observation:  That  most  avi  .tors  do  not  possess  tho  rlo- 
siro-1  proficiency  lov«l  in  instrument  flying.' 

(b)  liv.iluntien:  hu.  to  the  lack  c.-f  experienced  aviator  per¬ 
sonnel,  especially  in  UH-1  units,  instrument  proficiency  has 
consequently  suffered,  It  was  fount  th  t  in  most  assault  Helicopt¬ 
er  Co-.ip.nies,  only  one  -r  two  avi  do  rs  pt  ssoss  a  Standard  Instru¬ 
ment  mating  and  in  tho  majority  of  these  units  even  these  ratings 
have  expire ,  Tho  remain-tor  of  tho  aviators  in  those  units  possess 
only  a  Tactical  Instrument  Rating, 

(c)  iiocoumondations:  That  all  avi -.ti  n  units  set  up  and.  main¬ 
tain  an  Instrument  Training  Fro  tm.i,  That  this  training  program 
oncorapass. basic  instrument  maneuvers  t.  include  onrauto  hoed  wrk, 
to ruinating  with  either  an  ADF  approach  or  a  GCA  approach  whenever 
available,  .and  in  c.  njunctimn  with  normal  rnissi'  ns. 

(d)  Car  Man.  1  Action:  The  17th  Avi:.  t  ion  Group  (Combat)  Standard¬ 
ization  Section  has  set  up  a  Tactical  Instrument  Instructor  Training 
Program  to  aid  individual  units  in  establishing ■ their  own  program, 

u  four  lay  school  is  conducted  by  the  Group  for  tho  purpose  of 
qualifying  unit  IP's  to  instruct  basic  instrument  maneuvers.  The 
griund  school  brings  the  IP's  up-tc-.latc  :n  the  latest  changes  in 
aTC  Procedures,  FLIP  and  T. dip's.  In  tho  air  tho  IP's  learn  l.CI, 
tc  include  a  "talk’.own  GCA".  T  oy  als..  learn  pr<  per  Method  .of -In¬ 
struction  on  all  instrument  maneuvers,  including  unusual  attitude 
recovery  and  autorr.tati  ns  under  the  had.  With  this  trainin';  tho 
IP's  are  able  to  return  to  their  rcspoctiv-  units  and  instruct 
Tactical  Instrument  Procedures  as  well  as  chock  for  nininura  instru¬ 
ment  proficiency  during  90  lay  Standardisation  rides. 

(2)  D21  Transitions. 

(a)  Observation:  The  assignment  of  non-U-21A  rated  aviators 
on  a  six  months  extension  reduces  tho  capability  -of  the  unit  to  per- 
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SUBJECT:  Opt  rational  Tt  port  of  .ioadquart'  rs,  17th  Aviation  Group 

(Co. Sabi  Tor  I<  riod  End  i  i><r  01  July  1  RC3  OS  FOR -6  5  (Rl) 

<U> 

form  its  mission.  The  aircraft  lint  required  to  transition  these  avia¬ 
tors  .is  not  .justified  by  the  limited  amount  of  operational  use  obtain¬ 
ed  from  then  later. 

(b)  Evaluation:  This  unit  has  recently  coined  six  (6)  fixed  wing 
aviators  imrh,r  the  sir  (6)  month  extension  prey  ran.  hone  wort;  rated 
in  the  U-21A,  r.lthou; all  were  nulti-cng  Ine  rated.  The  operational 
commitments  necessitate  the  use  of  ell  available  aviators  and  air¬ 
craft  continuously,  and  precludes  the  conduct  of  pilot  transition 
training  on  a  scheduled  basis.  Consequently,  the  period  required  to 
transition  an  aviator  into  the  U-21A  has  been  running  from  1  to  2 
months.  In  addition,  1st  Aviation  Brigade  Regulations  require  250 
hours  multi-engine  time  in  Vietnam  before  a  pilot  is  eligible  for 
aircraft  commander.  With  the  absence  from  the  company  for  an 
authorized  ACE.  and  7  day  leave,  plus  a  possible  two  (2)  month  tran¬ 
sition  period,  these  pilots  are  productive  for  only  A  months  of  their 
six  month  extension  period  and  will  most  likely  not  attain  aircraft 
commander  status . 

(c)  Rocoauaendation:  Fixed  wing  aviators  not  rated  in  the  U-21A 
should  not  be  transferred  to  this  unit  unless  they  have  at  least 
nine  (9)  months  of  service  av  liable, 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  unit  lias  been  recommending  disapprov¬ 
al  of  all  run iv.  sts  for  extension  to  receive  a  U21  Transition. 

Specific  exceptions  axe-  made  in  individual  eases,  especially  if  the 
aviator  is  an  experienced,  high- tine  multi  engine  qualified  pilot, 

d.  (U)  Intelligence.  None 

e,  (U)  Logistics , 

(1)  Forward  Area  Refueling. 

(a)  Obsi.v-vaf  ion:  350'  CPfi  pumps  have  proven  to  be  superior  to 
100  GFM  pumps  for  refueling  large  flights  of  helicopters  in  forward 
're  as . 

(b)  Ev  luntion:  In  a  combat  i  nvironment ,  re-fueling  at  forward 
areas  must  be  acco> .plisnod  in  the  nest  expeditious  manner  possible. 

Use  of  the  .100  C-Pi;  puxip  limits  the  unit  to  only  2  refueling;  points 
per  pump. which  must  include  a  fuel  hanker  or  fuel  bladder  for  each 
pump.  The  10th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  is  utilizing  a  test  12 
point  refueling,  system  which  was  issued  by  1st  Aviation  Brigade . 

This  system,  mounted  cn  a  2-$  ton  truck,  is  used  when  the  staging  area 
is  accessible  by  road.  Evaluation  of  this  system  has  revealed 

14 

CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACP5-SC  10  August  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operation- 1  R-. ipc.rt  of  I'",  xdquartcrs,  17  Ih  Avl  .tion  Group 
(Combat)  for  Period  Encli  31  Julv  19o9,  RCS  CSr’OR-'  5 

(ra)  (i!) 

that  twelve  (1.3 )  aircraft  each  taking  on  an  average  of  r/00  lbr,  of 
JP  4,  can  refuel  in  fiv  (5)  minute  a.  With  the  previous  100  GPU 
pump  system,  execution  of  the:  trine  operation  would  take  45  minutes 
to  1  hour.  The  time  saved  has  greatly  improved  the  efficiency  of 
the  operations, 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  each  Aviation  Company  (Ass. .’.lit  Heli¬ 
copter)  bo  authorize*’  one  (1)  twelve  (12)  point  refueling  system  and 
350  G PM  pump  for  refueling;  large  flights  of  helicopters, 

(d)  Connv.no  Action:  This  Headquarters  is  presently  submitting 
an  i:T0E  change  to  include  the  12  Point  Refueling  System  and  350 
GPU.  pump, 

(2)  Rotor  Blade  Retrofit 

(a)  Observation:  The  CH-47A  rotor  blade  retrofit  program  was 
une'uly  complicated.  ■  '•'c  to  n  lack  of  blades  available  for  direct  • 
exchange . 

(b)  Evaluation:  Commencing  30  June  1969,  the.  17th  Aviation 
Group  (Combat)  was  c'divc  cd  to  begin  a  turn-in  of  all  CH-47  forward 
rotor  blades  and  approximately  SO#  of  the  aft  rotor  blades  for  in¬ 
spection  and  retrofit.  Initially  each  CH-47  unit  was  to  receive -12 
aft  rotor  bides  from  their  Direct  Support  unit.  This  would  allow 
the  units  to  turn-in  ft  blu.de s  without  grounding  aircraft.  However, 
distribution  was  slow  and  the  units  did  not  receive  the  blades  until 
the  retrofit  program  was  approximately  50#  completed.  No  forward 
blades  were  available  for  issue  to  the  units.  The  retrofit  activity 
at  Phu  Lot  did  not  have  sufficient  forward  blades  for  direct  exchange 
with  the  units.  When  a  unit  delivered  forward  llr-dos  to  the  re¬ 
trofit  activity  and  did  not  receive  exchange  blades,  the  aircraft 
remained  grounded  until  the  next,  exchange  was  undo, 

(c)  Roconiaenda.ti-n :  That  each  unit  be  provided  with  6  forward 
blades  and  6 -aft  blades  prior  to  the  start  of  a  retrofit  program. 

This  will  provent  Mir,  grounding  of  flyablc  aircraft  and  permit 
scheduling  maintenance , 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  Headquarters  has  informed  34th  General 
Support  Group  of  this  recommend atir-n, 

(3)  Weapon  Security. 

(a)  Observation:  Crew  chiefs  on  CH-47  aircraft  cannot  adequately 
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SUBJECT:  Oper  ntirna.l  It -port  rf  Hcadeuart.  rs ,  17th  Avi  tion  Group 

(C-.nb-t)  lor  i\  ricHl  Endinr  31  Julv  1969.  RCS  CoFOR-65  (Rl) 
(U) 

soft £.« \rd  their  individual  weapons  while  p<. rl ori.i.inr  their  duties. 

(b)  Ev -Illation:  Crew  chiefs  on  CH-47  nirer:  ft  or  .  authorised 
and  issued  tho  iil6  rifle •  All  crew  members  arc  required  to  either 
wear  or  secure  tlw  ir  of  pignod  weapon  in  a  mr.nier  which  would  pre¬ 
clude  it  fror:  be  ini'  lost.  It  is  impractical  Tor  r.  CH-47  crow  chief 

to  wear  his  Hid  rifle  while  performing  his  in-flight  duties.  For  this 
reason  the  crew  chiefs  store  their  weapons  in  racks  which  have  been 
installed  in  some  of  the  CH-47  aircraft.  These;  racks  arc  not  locked 
so  that  the  weapons  will  be-  readily  available  in  the  event  of  a 
tactical  emergency*  It  has  boon  noted  that  weapons  not  being  worn 
at  the  time  of  a  t  ctical  crxrfce ncy  ere  normal].-/  abandoned  ,  lest 
cr  destroyed.  It  has  also  been  noted  that  weapons  placed  .n  these 
racks  can  be,  lost  a.-  stolen  during  troop  novenont  flights, 

(c)  Recommendation:  To  authorize  and  issue  a  sidcarr.  to  .all 
CH-47  crew  ricr.lx. rs  th  .t  can  be  worn  and  properly  safeguard  d  at  all 
tiros. 

(d)  Cora  land  Action:  At  present  this  Headquarters  is  awaiting 
new  MTOE  1-2980  P3  Avi  tion  Company  (Support  Helicopter)  for  possible 
authorization  of  side an  is  to  crew  chiefs. 

f. 

f. 

(1)  Incomplete  ZVS  r.iodific  -.tion  of  row  aircraft  (UH-lll)  receiv¬ 
ed  fro:::  CONUS : 

(a)  Observation:  Throughout  the  quarter  the  17th  AG  (c)  has 
received  2,3  UH-1II* s  from  CO NIB  which  have  net  had  a  complete  ZYS 
(Secure  Voice  modification). 

(b)  Evaluati-n:  Replacement  aircraft  received  by  this  unit 
have  incomplete  ZYS,  cr  have  not  had  the  ZYS  modification.  The 
ZYS  nodific.-.tion  tear,  within  II  Corps  docs  not  have  the  modification 
kits  necessary  to  complete  the  installation.  The  percentage  of 
ZYS  modification  complete  in  this  unit  on  1  liny  69  was  94/j.  Hue 
to  the  re  tvopr.ide  of  modified  ships  which  are  replaced  with  un¬ 
modified  ships,  this  percentage  >.as  dropped  to  'd&%  as  of  31  Jul3r  69. 
Compounding  the  problem  is  the  fact  that  some  ships  arc  received 
which  arc  partially  modified  and  there  is  no  visible  indication  of 
what  portion  of  the  nodific  .tion  has  been  accomplished. 

(c)  Re  coir. endation:  That  all  aircraft  requiring  ZYS  be  con- 


(U)  Organisation:  None 
(U)  Signal : 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters ,  17th  Avi  tion  Group 
(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969.  RCS  CSFOR-65 
(HI)  (U) 

pletcly  modified  before  shipment  to  RVM  and  that  an  indication  of 
the  modification  be  ir.Cc  in  the  ship*s  records, 

(d)  Command  Action:  Notification  of  this  problem  was  made  to 
34th  Group  at  Avionics  conference,  13  July  1969.  This  was  a  topic 
of  interest  in  17t.h  AC-  (C)  QRLL  for  the  quarter  ending  31  January 
1969. 


3  Incl  ‘ELS ON  A.  NaKOHE  JR. 

as  COE ,  Fa 

Inc  I  s  1,  2,  5  -  8  wd  HQ,  DA  Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 

2  C INCUS ARPaC ,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT,  APO  96553 

3  CG,  tlSIJlV,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST,  APO  96375 
2  CG,  1ST  AVN  BDE,  ATTN:  AVBAGC-0 

4  CG,  I  FFQRCEV,  ATTN:  AVFA-GC-OT,  APO  96350 

CF: 

CO,  10th  A2(C) 

CO,  52d  AD (C ) 

CO,  223rd  „J3(C) 

CO,  268th  A3(C) 

CO,  7/l7th  ACS 
CO,  201st  AC 
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AVFA-GC-iilGT  (10  Aug  69)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  17th  Aviation  Group 

(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  13  July  1969,  RCS  C3POR-65  (Rl) 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96330 

TO i  Commanding  General,  let  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96334 

(U)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  oonoura*. 

FOR  THE  COMNANDERt 


-  '  '  •  /, 

JsU-  i,  f  /■  (**•■■ 

FREDERICK  E.  HOLLAND 
ILT  A8C 
ASST  A8 

CF» 

2  -  ACSB’OR,  DA 
1  -  lifts,  17th  CAG 
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AVBACC-0  (10  Aug  69)  2d  1ml 

SUBJECT:  Opoir.tian.il  Report  of  Headquxrtcrs,  17th  Aviation  Group  (Coribat ) 
for  period  Undine  31  July  1969,  HCG  CSFOli-65  (Hi)  (U) 


DA,  HEADQUAUTiAtl ,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  AP0<  96384 


8  OCT  1969 


THRU:  Coniarulinc  General,  United  Abates  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVIIGC-DST, 
APO  96373 

Con;  and  in;;  General,  Unite'd  States  An.y  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 
APO  96330 


TO:  Assistant.  Chief  of  Staff  for  force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Uashin.rton,  D.C.  20310 


1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  and  concurs  with  the 
contents  as  indorsed  e:.ccpt  as  noted  below. 


2.  The  following  addition;'.!  comments  are  considered  pertinent: 


a.  ParaGraph  li,  pa,";c  0*  discusses  a  decrease  in  the  accident  rate, 
accords,  this  headquarters,  indicate  an  accident  rate  of  16. 3  per  100,000 
flying  hours  rather  than  19»9» 

b.  ParaGraph  2a(2)(c^,  pa;;e  10,  addresses  a  shortace  of  avionics  repair¬ 
men.  The  enlisted  LOG'S  discussed  in  this  ParaGraph  and  siiown  at  inclosir  e 
0  arc  in  short  sup->ly  throughout  U'GAUV  and  1st  Aviation  Brigade.  As  asset  s 
become  available,  they  are  distributed,  on  an  eqi'itable  basis  to  all  elements 
of  the  1st  Aviation  Bri  ;ade. 

c.  ParaGraph  2c(2),  pa.  ;e  1;>,  discus  es  the  feasibility  of  six  months 
extensions  for  the  purpose  of  U-21  transition.  Requests  for  extension  to 
transition  into  U-21's  are  bcin<q  carefully  screened  to  assure  that  only 
aviators  with  extensive  fixed  win;;  and  wu!ticn/;inc  experience  are  bcin£ 
accented.  Aviators  \;ith  little  or  no  experience  and  backcround  in  multi- 
erv;ine  aircraft  will  not  be  extended  if  their  request  for  extension  is 
predicated  on  U-21  transition. 

d.  ParaGraph  2e(l),  par;o  14,  discus,  os  forward  area  aircraft  rofuelinc. 
Nonconcur  with  the  recoin  'enaction  that  each  Aviation  Company  (Assault 
Ilelico  ter)  be  authorized  one  (l)  twelve  (.12)  point  refueling  system  mid 
330  GPM  pump  for  refuel  in;;  larce  flichts  o f  helicopters.  The  refuelinc 
system  is  normally  found  at  a  fixed  installation  and  docs  not  lend  itself 

to  frequent  moves  due  to  size,  woiyjit  curd  personnel  required  to  install 
and  operate.  The  five  (3)  10,000  Gallon  bladders  or  one  (l)  50,000  Gallon 
bladder  which  are  orjjanic  to  the  system  require  a  tractor  with  S&P  trailer 
as  prime  mover.  UavinG  a  refucliiiG  system  limited  to  use  in  stocinG 
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AV13AGC-0  3  OCT  19R3  ^ 

CUiSJHCT:  Operational  Ucport  of  Ilawlquartcra ,  17th  Aviation  Group  (Comb.it) 
for  Period  Ending  51  July  19 6[),  KCS  CGVOli-65  (ill)  (u) 

areas  accessible  by  road  only  would  in  itself  be  contrary  to  the  mission 
of  an  Aviation  Company  (Assault  Helicopter).  This  refueling  system  is 
execs:;  to  the  needs  of  an  Aviation  Company  (Assault  Helicopter)  and  would 
Greatly  reduce  its  mobility. 

e.  Paragraph  2 o ( 5  ) ,  page  1’p ,  discusses  enlisted  aircraft  crew  member 
v. apon  security,  nonconcur  with  the  recommendation  to  authorise  and  issue 
a  cidearm  to  all  CIi-47  crow  members  tliat  can  be  worn  and  properly  safe¬ 
guarded  at  all  times.  This  headquarters  recognizes  the  administrative 
problems  of  weapon  security  during  troop  movement  flights.  However,  in 
areas  such  as  the  security  of  base  camps,  as  well  a3  for  purposes  of  escape 
and  evasion,  it  is  essential  for  the  crow  members  to  be  armed  with  their 
TO&E  weapon.  The  M-16  rifle  delivers  greater  fire  power  and  oilers  more 
protection  for  the  individual  tlian  the  .45  caliber  or  .50  caliber  piBtol. 

FOH  THE  COMHANDER: 


Cy  of  2d  Ind  Fumi 
CO,  17th  Avn  Gp  (Cbt ) 
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AVHGC-DST  (10  Aug  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters*  17th  Aviation  Group  (Combat) 
for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  7  OCT  13S9 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Array,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

/P0  96558 


1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  ihe  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1969  from  Headquarters,  17th 
Aviation  Group  (Combat). 

2.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Tactical  Instrument  Instructor  Training 
Program",  section  II,  page  13,  paragraph  2c(l);  concur.  USARV  Reg  95-25 
requires  unit  commanders  to  implement  an  instrument  training  program  for  all 
aviators  under  their  >  ommand.  Instrument  training  programs  should  make  maxi¬ 
mum  use  of  Army  GCA  facilities  for  pilot  training  and  the  improvement  of  the 
CCA  operators'  proficiency. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "U21  Transition",  section  II,  page  13, 
paragraph  2c(2);  concur.  Applications  for  transition  should  be  carefully 
screened  and  considered  on  an  individual  basis.  A  multi-engine  qualified, 
fixed  wing  aviator  requires  a  minimum  of  15  hours  to  transition  lntc  the 
U-21.  The  unit  should  be  able  to  give  the  newly  assigned  extendee  this 
instruction  without  undue  burden. 


c.  Reference  item  concerning  "Incomplete  ZYS  modification  of  new  aircraft 
(UH-1H)  received  from  CONUS",  section  II,  page  16,  paragraph  2g(l)s  concur. 

The  ZYS  modification  program  within  RVN  is  being  managed  by  this  headquerters 
and  the  34th  General  Support  Group.  Sufficient  installation  kits  to  provision 
all  UH-1,  CH-47  and  0-1  aircraft  are  scheduled  for  delivery  NLT  December  1969. 
All  UH-lH  aircraft  manufactured  subsequent  to  tail  number  68-15325  are  being 
factory  provisioned  for  secure  voice,  TSEC/KY-28. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Cy  fura: 

17th  Avn  Gp  (Cbt) 
1st  Avn  Bde 
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GPOP-DT  (10  Aug  69)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  17th  Aviation  Group 

(Combat)  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS 
CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  3  0  OCT  6  9 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 

of  the  Anny,  Washington,  D,  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


4'  <-/, 

c.  L.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGC 
Asjt  AG 


/ 
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OPERATIONAL  RESULTS 

1.  (c)  Rpsults, 

UNIT 

17th  AG(G)  HUG 
201st  Avn  Co 
*(*>8th  Avn  Det) 

17th  AG(C) 

2.  (C)  Losses 
UNIT 

17th  AG(C)  HHC 
20 1st  Avn  Go 

17th  AG(C)  -  0  -  0 

*  Operational  results  are  reported  as  combined  totals  by  the  20lst  Avn 
Co.  and  the  58th  Avn  Det. 


Incl  3 


6738  16287  173 

Aircraft  Lost 
_ Type  Nr 

-  0 

—  0 


0  C  0 


Aircraft  Damaged 


Sorties 

Troops 

Cargo 

Enemy 

Structures 

Sampans 

Flown 

Lifted 

Lifted  (tons) 

KLi 

Dam  Dest 

Dam  Dest 

1042 

1633 

72 

5696 

14654 

101 
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AIRCRAFT  STATUS  AS  OF'  31  .JULY  1969 

UNIT  0H6A’  UH1D/H  U6a  U8F  U21 

Auth  OH  Auth  OH  Auth  OH  Auth  OH  Auth  OH 

17th  AG(C)  HHC  310  102 

20l8t  Avn  Go  4078  1004 

58th  Avn  Det  2  0  3  0  2  2 

17th  AG(C)  TOTALS  7  1  9  9321026 


Incl  4 
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1 

2*.  REPOR  T  SF.CUMI  IV  C  1  A  t  M  ♦  I  c  A  1  1  Or 

CONFIDENTIAL 

HQ,  OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

2b.  GROUP 

4 

v-T  Rl'PORT  TITL* 


c  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  17th  Aviation  Group 

5 


■  4.  DC  SC  rip  nve  NO  T£S  (  TVp*  of  tapoti  **i  d  tnclua  iva  data*) 

'Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations.  1  May  69  to  31  July  69, 

At)  (F/r«t  iukm,  middle  Initial,  Imat  nama) 


CO,  17th  Aviation  Group 
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